Animal and reader enrichment program
at the Winchester SPCA.

Readers of all ages are welcome at the
Adoption Center 111 Featherbed Lane
Tuesday to Friday 10am to 5pm.
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Tuesday to Friday
10:00 am to 5:00 pm

In early 2020, the Winchester SPCA hosted
Dr. Seuss Day at the SPCA. At this special
event, parents and students were invited to
visit the adoption center and read the Dr.
Seuss book “What Pet Should I Get?” to the
shelter pets.

Paws & Pages is open to readers of all
ages. Readers can read to shelter pets in
the large adoption room and in front of
their kennels to reduce their kennel stress.

Special edition books that disussed the importance of pet care and adoption were
supplied to those in attendance. That event
was phenomenally successful. Sixty-Six
students stopped by the SPCA to read to
the pets and enjoy Seuss inspired activities.
All students took home a new hard cover Dr.
Seuss book and a bag full of Seussical crafts
and goodies. Parents came to encourage their
children to think about the best pet options for
their own families and to read along. It was
heartwarming to watch the children as they
eagerly flipped through pages and read aloud
to shelter pets.
pet
Following Dr. Seuss Day at the SPCA, the
animal shelter hoped to launch a volunteer
reading program for students of all ages.
Thanks to the Cochran Family Youth Fund,
Paws & Pages was officially launched in 2021.
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Paws & Pages will help students improve
their reading skills, while also providing
socialization and human connection for
shelter animals.
According to studies performed by researchers
Acco
at Tufts University, “…pets can be considered
a source of support….human-animal interaction
can make the learning process more comfortable
and enjoyable”. “Autistic students who were put
in contact with an animal demonstrated
increased use of language and had improved
social interactions while with the animal”.
“…they showed sustained focus and maintained a higher state of awareness, as well as
improved attitudes toward school and
learning.” Animals can be a “non-evaluative
presence that can provide support and
comfort to participants without judging
them”.
It is the mission of the SPCA of Winchester,
Frederick, and Clarke Counties to strengthen
the human-animal bond and safeguard
animals in transition, we can think of no
better program than Paws & Pages to do
just that.

